Summary. Lipids of Centrorhynchus corvi (Acanthocephala) have been analyzed using biochemical and histochemical techniques. Males contained more than females. However, no qualitative differences were detected. Of the total lipids, phospholipids constituted
Although knowledge about the nature and distribution of lipids in helminths is rapidly increasing, relatively little work has been carried out on the lipids of acanthocephalans. Only two species, Macracanthorhynchus hirudinaceus and Monili formis dubius have been studied for their lipids (Beames and Fisher, 1964) . The lipid content of helminths is generally high (Von Brand,1966) ; this seems to have great physiological significance. Since our knowledge about acanthocephalan lipids is fragmentary, the present paper describes the results of correlative biochemical and histochemical studies on the lipids of Centrorhynchus corvi.
Material and methods.
The adult worms of Centrorhynchus corvi Fukuii, 1928 (Acanthocephala) were obtained from the posterior ileum of the crow Corvus splendens. Worms obtained from several specimens of C. splendens were pooled. After washing in normal saline, the male and female worms were separately weighed and homogenized in cold methanol. The homogenates were extracted for total lipids by the method of Folch, Lees and Sloane-Stanley (1957) , then washed with a solution of NaC). The aliquots were evaporated to dryness under reduced pressure and weighed.
Lipid saponification was carried out by the methold of Mangold (1965) . After evaporating the methanol, the unsaponifiable fraction was extracted from the aqueous phase in three washes of 1 volume of diethyl ether (Frayha and Fairbairn, 1969 (Meyer and Meyer, 1972 ).
The present histochemical study revealed regional differences in lipid distribution at various sites in the body wall ; this can be related to the absorption or excretion of lipids. The lacunar canal system of C. corvi is negative for lipids in contrast to other species in which they are commonly present 
